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Mary Robinette Kowal stunned readers with her charming first novel Shades of Milk and Honey, a

loving tribute to the works of Jane Austen in a world where magic is an everyday occurrence. This

magic comes in the form of glamour, which allows talented users to form practically any illusion they

can imagine. Shades debuted to great acclaim and left readers eagerly awaiting its sequel. Glamour

in Glass continues following the lives of beloved main characters Jane and Vincent, with a much

deeper vein of drama and intrigue.In the tumultuous months after Napoleon abdicates his throne,

Jane and Vincent go to Belgium for their honeymoon. While there, the deposed emperor escapes

his exile in Elba, throwing the continent into turmoil. With no easy way back to England, Jane and

Vincent's concerns turn from enjoying their honeymoonâ€¦to escaping it.Left with no outward

salvation, Jane must persevere over her trying personal circumstances and use her glamour to

rescue her husband from prison . . . and hopefully prevent her newly built marriage from getting

stranded on the shoals of another country's war.At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold

without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
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By Chris Gerrib, author of Pirates of MarsMary Robinette Kowal has a problem. The first line of her

new novel Glamour In Glass somehow got cut out of the first edition. (For the record, the line is:

There are few things in this world that can simultaneously delight and dismay in the same manner

as a formal dinner party.) Despite that unfortunate glitch, I found Glamour In Glass simply

spectacular.The story is a loose sequel to her first novel, Shades of Milk and Honey, and is set in

Regency England. This is, however, Regency England with a twist - there is a form of magic called

"glamour" which allows people to create wonderful illusions. Kowal wanted a magic system that

would be primarily reserved to women, so she had to invent something with limited practical use.

So, her "glamours" are persistent but not practical. For example, one could create an illusion of a

candle, but the candle would not be able to illuminate something.At any rate, Mary's heroine, Jane

Vincent, having been newly married to the noted "glamorist" David Vincent, starts the novel by being

invited to a dinner party thrown by the Prince Regent. At this, she discovers that her husband plans

to take her on a honeymoon to the Continent, now opened for travel due to Napoleon's defeat. So

they end up staying in Binche, Belgium, a little town on the road to a place called Waterloo. In the

spring and summer of 1815, as the reinstated Napoleon is marching his army north.This setup

creates great suspense, while providing a perfect excuse for Ms. Kowal to leave her characters in

the dark. While we await Napoleon's arrival, the newlywed glamorists work on their skills, including

an attempt by Jane to trap illusions in glass. This would have the effect of allowing mass-production

of glamour and use by unskilled people. In addition, if Mr. Vincent's Sphere Obscurcie, a form of

invisibility, can be locked in glass, then glamour has a clear military use (pun intended).The novel is

written in the style of Jane Austen, so we get such lines as, "They were occupied for some minutes,

then, with duties marital. To disturb their privacy would be indecorous." Despite that, there's plenty

of action, especially in the last third of the book. In short, Mary Robinette Kowal has produced

another wonderful book.

I really loved the first book: Shades of Milk & Honeyso I highly anticipated it's sequel.This was a

fairly enjoyable read.I especially love the flavorof the words & how they are blended together to

create anatmosphere. The choice & assemblage of words, as well as the imaginative concepts of

glamour are beautifully rendered into a fully fleshed "alternate reality".It is no small thing to deftly

layer these things together withouta seam showing, but that is what Kowal has doneThis story picks



up shortly after the last book ends As Jane & Vincent are now married there is a goodbit about the

benefits and challenges of married life.So even though it is more than "discrete" by modern

standards, I would steer an unwed reader away from this. As the story unfolded, I found myself

laboring to keepa hold of the trail of the story. History, politics andplots got jumbled up in my head &

I began to wonderwhy there was so much jumbal in my path. I had not expected to have the

characters intersect withanything remotely "real" in terms of history, so I was quiteunprepared &

chagrined at my ignorance,which turned outto be the real stumbling block. In as much as I loathe

books with impossibly attractivepeople, I did find that the author did seem to mention

Jane'splainness a bit too frequently.Juxtaposidly, the publisher has set a typical pretty looking girlon

the cover ! Shadows would have been more appropriate !

I think this is not the place to start with this series. "Shades of Milk and Honey" is, I think, a

necessary precursor, in which one meets the protags and the magical system.Since I had read #1, I

very much enjoyed this one, and look forward to #3.This is a bit more adventurous than #1: think

Heyer rather than Austen, or some of the more adventurous modern Regency writers. Jane is a

force to be reckoned with, and i love that. She is maybe not as skilled at glamour as her husband,

but she has better instincts for theory- one of which is vital to the plot.The world was very

well-thought-out and depicted, as is the magical system. The characters were less well-drawn;

whether Jane and David were at odds or in harmony seemed to be more relevant to the plot than to

their personal relationship; it was sort of random off-again, on-again, with explanations made but for

me they didn't work all that well, especially since Jane is prickly about David lying/omitting info other

that she needs to know... and he does it anyway.On a more practical note: I am getting really tired

of authors misusing prepositional phrases. "Between he and I" is NOT correct, nor is any

prepositional variant. This happened in #1, too, and tended to throw me out of the story. It's really

not that hard! "Me" is not a Forbidden Word! and in a prepositional phrase, it IS the correct one.That

being said, the language in this was amazingly non-anachronistic, and I applaud the work she did to

make that so. The plot was engaging, too.I'm glad i read this, and look forward to reading #3.
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